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Many Volunteers Make It Happen.
What does it take to have a well-stocked,
organized, successful book sale? Our
volunteer sorters and table coordinators
come weekly to process donations by
category. Each item is evaluated and
repaired, if needed, before the sale. Did
you know that each puzzle is assembled?
You could be the first to find that treasure a new home. You don’t have
spare time weekly? We need extra help during each semi-annual sale to
restock tables, call prices, add purchases, and give change. Before and
after each sale, volunteers are needed to move out and back the inside
signs, tents, tables, bins, and boxed donations. Would you like to join
the camaraderie of fellow bibliophiles? Check the member information
page under Join Us on the FOL website, http://folacld.org, and click on
Lend a Hand.
Assistance is needed in the areas listed below. Training is provided.
Sorters and Table Coordinators: process donations in various categories
during weekly three hour shifts
Book Sale Volunteers: help with checkout, restocking, counting, and
processing large orders
Office Manager: monitor, maintain, and manage office supplies,
telephone communications, mail, in-house refreshments, etc.
Committee Assignment: help with ongoing committee tasks in areas such
as publicity, newsletter, memorial contributions, and membership.
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Save the Date
April 22-26 – Spring Book Sale
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From the Director
It is a new year, and the Alachua County
Library District is ready to embrace the
opportunity to engage with new
members of our community
while boosting our current
efforts to serve the needs of our
longtime patrons.
In the new year, the Library District will
be making changes. We plan to implement
a return to pre-pandemic levels of service.
Many of these changes will be noticeable.
We plan to open more computer stations,
resume one-on-one computer assistance,
ramp up our in-person programing, expand
our collection of materials, and, in addition,
we are planning several construction
projects that will change the face of a few
of our library branches.
The Library District is also hoping to
grow our reach in the Alachua County
community. We hope to find and develop
new partnerships that can benefit the
whole district. We will also continue to
foster growth and progress with our current
partners. Developing and maintaining good
relationships with our partners is extremely
beneficial to our patrons.
I n the new yea r, we pla n t o rol l out
innovative programs that will enlighten and
educate our patrons. We are also exploring
which of our current programs patrons enjoy
or wish were a little different. The Library
District wants to provide services and
programs that are a benefit to our patrons.
Programing is a vital part of the services

we provide to the community. Programs
foster a person-to-person connection that
we all need right now.
In January, we will be bringing back Law
in the Library. This free series features
experienced local attorneys talking about
legal issues with patrons. A discussion on
the topic of estate planning will take place
Jan. 4th at the Headquarters Library.
We will continue our Job Club on Wednesdays
in January. This program can help you
with searching for a job, improving your
inter v iewing skills, making resumes,
and completing online applications. Our
k nowledgeable st a f f members i n the
Literacy Department are ready to help
every Wednesday.
A new program we will be offering in
January is Backyard Beekeeping. The
hobby of beekeeping is on the rise in Florida.
According to UF/IFAS there are more than
5,000 beekeepers in Florida, with new
applications coming in every day. Join us
for a series of programs that highlight the
value of bees to our local environment. This
highly anticipated program begins Jan.
11th, with a general program about the
importance of bees, and continues Jan. 17th,
at the Headquarters Library, with patrons
learning about the first steps in keeping a
beehive. One of our newest partners, the
Bikini Bee Company of St. Augustine, will
be leading the programs.
Another of our major efforts in the first
quarter of 2023 will be a full slate of
in-person programing for Black History
Month. All twelve branches of the Library

Distr ict will have prog rams centered
around Black History Month. There will
be programs to celebrate Black authors,
Black literature, Black history in Alachua
County. There will be multiple genealogy
programs to teach patrons about finding
their African-American ancestors. We will
have movie screenings featuring the films
42, Harriet, and Respect, just to name a few.
There will be artistic and creative programs
as well. Waldo Branch will guide patrons in
creating a Diddley Bow. This one-stringed
African-American instrument paved the
way for the Delta Blues and inspired the
stage name of famous Alachua County
resident, Bo Diddley.
T he anticipation that 2 023 w i ll be a
momentous year at the Alachua County
Library District has us all excited, but we
cannot do it alone. We can plan innovative
programs, provide new services, and expand
our collections, but without our patrons
and support from the local community, our
efforts will not be fruitful. We can plant
the seeds of knowledge, but only patron
engagement can make it grow.
I would like to take this final moment to
encourage you to engage with us to write
the story of the library by signing up for a
library card, attending programs, checking
out materials, and seeing what the Library
District has to offer. Then let us know what
you enjoy about your library experience or
what could change. Share with us your
story of the library to help us better serve
you. We look forward to the new year
writing the next chapter in our story.

[To Table of Contents]

The Foundation

The Alachua County Library District Foundation
providing long-term support to the Alachua County Library District
through major gifts and bequests since 1989

ACLD Foundation Hosts its Eleventh Annual Non-Event Gala
Beginning in 2012, the Foundation has hosted an annual Non-Event Gala to raise
funds for its work on behalf of the Alachua County Library District and its patrons.
The first Gala honored Charles Dickens on the occasion of the 200th anniversary of
his birth. This year’s Gala is in celebration of the sesquicentennial birthday of Zane
Grey, father of the American Western
If you haven’t yet read Riders of the Purple Sage, Western Union, Lone Star
Ranger, or one of his other more than 90 works, odds are you’ve seen a Zane
Grey film starring Randolph Scott, Tom Mix, Gary Cooper, or Ed Harris,
or sat glued in front of the television where Grey’s stories
inspired a generation of Western screenplays, such as Dick
Powell’s Zane Grey Theater.
Alas, Mr. Grey and his “rustlers, cattle, foremen, sheriffs,
and Heaven only knows what” cannot be with us. For our
Non-Event Gala, we invite you instead to settle by the campfire next to
the coffeepot and enjoy a rousing tale from your Alachua County Library
District. While doing so, you might wish to sample a Zane Grey menu of
“Strips of dried beef held to the blaze,” accompanied by sourdough bread,
rotgut whiskey, and water from the ranch’s clear stream, along with
some dried fruit (the original trail mix) and tinned peaches for dessert.
Your suggested donation of $100 to the Alachua County Library District Foundation
Non-Event Gala shows support for the Alachua County Library District. Every penny
of your donation will go to the Foundation’s Library Endowment Fund, which over
the past decade has provided over $600,000 to the Library District. Checks should
indicate that they are for the Gala, be payable to the ACLD Foundation, and mailed
to the ACLD Foundation, 401 E. University Ave, Gainesville, FL 32601. This gift is
tax deductible.
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Message
from the
President
Welcome 2023!
It takes a community, a very
large community, to present our
semi-annual book sales! For
each five-day event, we have at
least 552 individual three-hour
shifts. Over 300 individuals
volunteer during the sale, some
working multiple shifts. Before
the sale, other volunteers erect
tents in the parking lot and
stage the inside of the building.
But wait: that is not all it takes to
conduct our semi-annual sales;

it takes a community’s consistent
and faithful involvement to
donate and recycle books and
media material. It takes a
dedicated group of at least
170 weekly sorters who work
a three - hour shif t Monday
thr u Saturday to s or t and
distribute the material into
about 65 different categories
so that the table coordinators
can review and price each
individual item. Behind the
scenes , volunteers ser ve as
officers and on committees,
control budgets and financing,
manage and maintain the over100-year-old physical building,
stock supplies , maintain a
website and media presence,

publi sh an award - winning
newsletter, train volunteers,
coordinate liaison activities
with community partners, and
on and on.
And why: to assist the Alachua
County Library and to promote
community literacy. But the
bottom line for a lot of us is that
it is a lot of fun.
We would love to have you join
us as a volunteer, whether it is
for a three-hour sale-day shift,
for an individual project, or as
a weekly sorter. Please check
the “Join Us” page of our website
folacld.org for more information
as to how to volunteer. We look
forward to welcoming you!

Help Friends of the Library while you shop online.  Simply shop at
smile.amazon.com/ch/59-6212422 (the number identifies our FOL) and AmazonSmile will
donate a small percent of the price of each item you buy to Friends of the Library ... at no
cost to you. Remember to bookmark smile.amazon.com/
Thanks for supporting Friends of the Library, FOL programs, and the Alachua County
Library District.
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Getting to Know You
Spotlight on Library Staff

Spotlight on FOL Volunteer

Jordyn Cowart

Jean Westin-Lagotic

Position: FOL President,
		
Table Coordinator for Law
Background: Always ready for a new challenge
or a new adventure, Jean Westin-Lagotic is
looking forward to serving as President of the
Friends of the Library. Jean exclaimed, “What
an honor to serve with so many talented and
fascinating individuals, all of whom give so
generously of their time and efforts!

Position: Librarian, Alachua Brance Library
Background: Jordy n was bor n a nd ra ised i n
Gainesville. She grew up going to the Millhopper
Branch of the Alachua County Library District. It
was always one of her favorite places to go, but she
never would’ve guessed that one day she would be a
librarian!
When Jordyn went off to college in Pennsylvania, she
left with the idea that one day she would be a heart
surgeon. After realizing that path wasn’t for her,
she spent the rest of her undergraduate years as a
psychology major, planning to be a therapist. Once
she began her senior year of college, Jordyn realized
that she wanted to be in a career where she could help
people and be surrounded by books. After beginning
the Master of Science in Information program at
Florida State University, she knew she was finally
on the right track.

Jordyn Cowart

After moving to Gainesville, Jean graduated
from the University of Florida Levin College
of Law, opened her law office, and also taught
courses at UF law school.

In her spare time (in addition to reading), Jordyn
enjoys cuddling with her spoiled cat Luka, crossstitching, handmaking beaded jewelry, and finding
new music to listen to.
Knowing that her help might make a small difference
for a patron makes her delighted. Jordyn feels
incredibly lucky that she gets to work somewhere
that she can fully be herself. She also enjoys being
able to assist members of the community with their
various needs.
Jordyn’s favorite moments at the library are when
she fulfills an obscure request or manages to help
a patron accomplish something difficult, especially
with stubborn technology. She especially loves
getting to see a child’s face light up when she helps
them find the materials they are looking for. Jordyn
is currently a librarian at the Alachua Branch.

A lifelong learner, Jean graduated from the
University of Minnesota and then received
her Ph.D. in Art and Architectural History
from the Pennsylvania State University. Her
area of study was seventeenth century Italian
Baroque and ancient Rome.

Jean Westin-Lagotic

As a forty-plus-year resident of the Gainesville
area, Jean began attending the FOL semiannual book sales “way back when.” Over
twenty years ago, she and her late husband,
Frank Lagotic, moved to their lake house in
Melrose. Now semi-retired from her family
law practice, she finally has the time to give
back and to volunteer. Jean began at FOL as
a sorter and now is the law table coordinator.
She added, “I am constantly amazed at the
generosity of our community, not only in
their donations but also their patronage. I
strongly encourage everyone to volunteer; I
guarantee you will be warmly welcomed and
richly rewarded.”
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Have Scalpel – Will Travel

Our Book Sale Just Gets Better and Better.

At the 2022 annual convention of the Florida Writers
Association, Dr. Peter Roode, FOL past-president and
table coordinator, was recognized with the
first prize in the category of Autobiography/
Memoir as well as finalist for the Best
Book of the Year. His book Have Scalpel –
Will Travel, Tales of an Itinerant Surgeon
describes many of his experiences traveling
as a f i l l-i n su rgeon i n hospita ls a nd
communities small and large.

The Fall Book Sale was our best-ever! It
was the culmination of another six months
of preparation by our faithful volunteers.
During the week of the book sale alone, over
300 volunteers served more than 1600 hours.
The kind words and generous donations
from you, our customers, acknowledging the
many hours given to generate each dollar
were appreciated. Thank you for coming
and buying books, art, CDs, DVDs, games,
and puzzles. Your dollars help support our
district libraries and promote literacy in
our area.

In his book, Dr. Roode relates his time as a
locum tenens doctor -- an itinerant physician who staffs
temporary vacancies. As a locum tenens hospital surgeon,
Dr. Roode supported the needs of both small rural facilities
and large trauma centers. From his journals during that
time, Dr. Roode has written of patients and situations that
were particularly interesting or challenging – sharing
stories that demonstrate how medical decisions were
made under difficult conditions and often with limited
diagnostic tools.
Whether traveling by commercial transport, in his fifthwheel RV, or in his twin-engine Piper Seneca, Dr. Roode
spent over seventeen years
filling 244 assignments in
74 hospitals in eighteen
st at e s . W it h h i s w i fe
B e t t y, he e nj o y e d t he
gypsy lifestyle, the beauty
of the different reg ions
of the country, the new
travel exper iences they
encountered, and the friends
they made. In addition,
Dr. Roode remarked that
he felt needed and useful
to the hospitals and the
communities he served.

Our next FOL book sale is April 22-26,
2023. We promise diverse items for
bookworms of all ages and interests.
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Our Newest Volunteers

Human Library Program

On November 30, 2022, Friends of the Library
Volunteer Coordinator Doris Harvey and
Cynthia Karle welcomed new volunteers to
Friends of the Library. The group learned
about receiving and sorting books and other
donations from the community, locating the
different categories of items in the Bookhouse,
getting to know other FOL volunteers, and
learning about the FOL organization. They
have now joined other weekly volunteers
preparing the Bookhouse to welcome the
community for FOL’s April, 2023, book sale.

H ave you ex p er ienc e d pr ejud ic e or
discrimination in your life? Those moments
can be hard to talk about and hard to share
with other people.
Connect with a collection of people who are
willing to discuss openly their personal
accounts of discrimination at the Human
Library event on Feb. 5th in Gainesville.
The event will be held at 2 pm in Santa Fe College’s Blount Hall, located at 530 West
University Avenue.
During the event, volunteers, known as “human books,” will represent different groups
in our society that are commonly discriminated against. According to the Human
Library, there are a total of thirteen groups that make up the “Pillars of Prejudice.”
Those pillars are mental health, addictions, gender, religion, lifestyle, family relations,
ethnicity, disabilities, health, occupation, sexual orientation, social status, and victims.
The human books will share their stories of prejudice and then members of the audience,
known as “readers,” will have an opportunity to ask questions. The intent is to spark
a conversation, challenge stereotypes, and create dialogue between the readers and the
human books that can bridge social divides.

From left: Andrea Wise, Jerry Kidder, Kitty Williams, Robin Lauriault,
Ann Dygert

Ann Dygert is a retired nurse and a Floridian
since 1979. A long-time FOL sales day
volunteer, Jerry K idder is a retired Soil
Science professor. Robin Lauriault describes
himself as an old, worn-out radical historian
from Cross Creek. Kitty Williams is a former
UF Chemistry instructor. Andrea Wise is a
group therapist and educator to under-served
students in pre-kindergarten through college
and is retiring from the Florida Community
College system.

There will be a range of sensitive topics discussed during the event. Some of the topics
could be triggering to certain individuals. Please be aware that anyone attending the
event will be involved in frank discussions about discrimination, prejudice, and bigotry.
Parental discretion is advised
Last year, the Human Library was held at the Cone Park Branch of the Alachua County
Library District. This year, Santa Fe College will provide a larger venue for the event.
With more space and more human books, this year’s event will have even greater impact
for all who attend.
The Human Library Organization, which created this event, is a non-profit learning
platform developed in the Netherlands. The organization partners with groups around
the world to put on events designed to create a safe space for dialogue. At these events,
traumatic experiences with prejudice and discrimination are openly discussed in a
respectful manner.
This event is sponsored by Altrusa International of Gainesville in partnership with the Alachua
County Library District, Santa Fe College, and the International Human Library Organization.
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Remember - the benefits of your membership include:
• 4 newsletters per year,
• invitations to the annual meeting and special seminars,
• volunteer opportunities with the twice-yearly book sales.
• But the biggest benefit of all is that wonderful feeling you get from
doing something great for your family, neighbors, and community.

Invite your friends to join FRIENDS!

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
New

❏

Renewal

❏ - FOL member since _______

Name: _______________________________________
		(as you wish your membership name to appear)
Address: _____________________________________
City : ________________ State: ___ Zip: ___________
Telephone: Home ____________ Work _____________
THE LIBRARY AND ITS FRIENDS
Friends of the Library
430-B North Main Street
Gainesville, FL 32601

E-Mail Address ________________________________
Membership Categories

❏ $150
❏ $50
❏ $25

Life Member (65+)
Patron
Family

❏ $15 Individual
❏ $10 Student/Senior (65+)
❏ $ ___ Other

Volunteer Opportunities

❏ Book Sales		
Other talents,
❏ please
call me
		

Make checks
payable to FOL

❏ Book Sorting (year round)
can’t volunteer, but am
❏ Ihappy
to support FOL
with my membership

Mail to: Friends of the Library, Attn: Membership
430-B N Main Street, Gainesville, FL 32601
FOL Newsletter - Jan 2023

